Foreign language Clock by J.A Campbell





This is a Visual Basic remake of a program I wrote many years ago for use in


UK schools, in the days of the BBC microcomputer, and during my happy years


as a foreign language teacher, before I moved on to work in educational


administration and then to retirement (and amateur programming!)





The program display an analogue clock which can be used for practice in 


telling the time in each of the languages provided (i.e .in the current


version, English, French, German, Spanish, Italian and Scottish Gaelic).


The time may be displayed in words below the clock to be read by the user,


or the user may be asked to enter in words a time chosen at random by the


program or set by a teacher. This is really a computer version of the old


cardboard clock routine used in elementary and language teaching classrooms.  





The VB3 version will run in both Windows 3.1 and Win95.


The speaking clock facility requires a soundcard and disk space for a lot of


.WAV files. It will sound rather slow on anything below a 486 DX4 CPU.  





The following activities can be accessed from the menu-





ACTUAL TIME


The actual time by your PC's internal clock will be printed out in words


below the clock in the language chosen from SELECT LANGUAGE








READ TIMES


Move the arrow keys to set the clock to a time of your choice.


Use the Left and Right arrow keys to move the minute hand. Use the Up and


Down arrow keys to move the hour hand


The time you choose to set will be printed out in words below the clock in


the language chosen from SELECT LANGUAGE.





MAKE UP TIMES


Enter a time in words below the clock, and press ENTER


The clock will set itself to the entered time if the entry is accurate.


If you get it wrong you can try again








SET CLOCK


Click the Start button to get a random time printed out in words


Move the arrow keys to set the clock to the time indicated


Use the Left and Right arrow keys to move the minute hand. Use the Up and


Down arrow keys to move the hour hand


Press SPACE or ENTER to check if you have set the correct time








WRITE TIMES


Click the Start button to get the clock set to a random time


Enter the time in words under the clock


Press ENTER to check if your entry is correct








TEACHER SETTINGS


Click on SHOW DIGITAL to display a digital clock time as well as the


analogue display





Click on HIDE DIGITAL to remove the digital clock display





Click on ENTER DIGITAL to enter a chosen time (in digital format) instead of


using the random times which are the default setting


(for activities SET CLOCK and WRITE TIMES)





Click on USE RANDOM to restore random time settings (the default)


(for activities SET CLOCK and WRITE TIMES)





SAY TIMES


If you click on the menu item SAY TIME or the button SAY IT the displayed


time will be spoken by the clock.


This will work only if the  following conditions are met-





1. Your PC has a sound card installed and configured for Windows


2. The directory containing the exec file (FLClock) has a subdirectory for


   each language you wish to hear with an appropriate set of .WAV files


3. The subdirectories are named as follows-


   ENGSPEAK (for English), FRSPEAK (for French), GERSPEAK (for German), 


   ITSPEAK (for Italian), SPSPEAK (for Spanish) and GASPEAK (for Gaelic)


4. The .WAV files are recorded and named exactly as indicated on the chart


   below 


                                                 Wave Files for FLClock�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
English�
German�
French�
Italian�
Spanish�
Gaelic�
�
FileName�
Engspeak �
Gerspeak�
Frspeak�
Itspeak�
Spspeak�
Gaspeak�
�
1.wav�
one�
eins�
une�
una�
una�
aon�
�
2.wav�
two�
zwei�
deux�
due�
dos�
dà�
�
3.wav�
three�
drei�
trois�
tre�
tres�
trì�
�
4.wav�
four�
vier�
quatre�
quattro�
cuatro�
ceithir�
�
5.wav�
five�
fünf�
cinq�
cinque�
cinco�
coig�
�
6.wav�
six�
sechs�
six�
sei�
seis�
sia�
�
7.wav�
seven�
sieben�
sept�
sette�
siete�
seachd�
�
8.wav�
eight�
acht�
huit�
otto�
ocho�
ochd�
�
9.wav�
nine�
neun�
neuf�
nove�
nueve�
naoi�
�
10.wav�
ten�
zehn�
dix�
dieci�
diez�
deich�
�
11.wav�
eleven�
elf�
onze�
undici�
once�
�
�
12.wav�
twelve�
zwölf�
douze�
dodici�
doce�
�
�
13.wav�
thirteen�
dreizehn�
treize�
tredici�
trece�
�
�
14.wav�
fourteen�
vierzehn�
quatorze�
quattordici�
catorce�
�
�
15.wav�
fifteen�
fünfzehn�
quinze�
quindici�
quince�
�
�
16.wav�
sixteen�
sechzehn�
seize�
sedici�
dieciséis�
�
�
17.wav�
seventeen�
siebzehn�
dix-sept�
diciassette�
diecisiete�
�
�
18.wav�
eighteen�
achtzehn�
dix-huit�
diciotto�
dieceiocho�
�
�
19.wav�
nineteen�
neunzehn�
dix-neuf�
diciannove�
diecinueve�
�
�
20.wav�
twenty�
zwanzig�
vingt�
venti�
veinte�
fichead�
�
21.wav�
twenty-one�
einundzwanzig�
vingt et une�
ventuno�
veintiuno�
�
�
22.wav�
twenty-two�
zweiundzwanzig�
vingt-deux�
ventidue�
veintidós�
�
�
23.wav�
twenty.three�
dreiundzwanzig�
vingt-trois�
ventitré�
veintitrés�
�
�
24.wav�
twenty-four�
vierundzwanzig�
vingt-quatre�
ventiquattro�
veinticuatro�
�
�
25.wav�
twenty-five�
fünfundzwanzig�
vingt-cinq�
venticinque�
veinticinco�
�
�
26.wav�
twenty-six�
sechsundzwanzig�
vingt- six�
ventisei�
veintiséis�
�
�
27.wav�
twenty-seven�
siebenundzwanzig�
vingt-sept�
ventisette�
veintisiete�
�
�
28.wav�
twenty-eight�
achtundzwanzig�
vingt-huit�
ventiotto�
veintiocho�
�
�
29.wav�
twenty-nine�
neunundzwanzig�
vingt-neuf�
ventinove�
veintinueve�
�
�
min.wav�
minutes�
Minuten�
�
�
�
mionaidean�
�
oclock.wav�
o'clock�
�
�
�
�
uairean�
�
past.wav�
past�
�
�
�
�
an deidh�
�
to.wav�
to�
�
�
�
�
gu�
�
halfpast.wav�
half past�
�
�
�
�
leth-uair�
�
quarto.wav�
quarter to�
�
�
�
�
�
�
quarpast.wav�
quarter past�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1to.wav�
one minute to�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1past.wav�
one minute past�
�
�
�
�
�
�
itis.wav�
it is�
es ist�
il est�
sono�
son�
tha e�
�
1h.wav�
�
�
une heure�
è l'una�
es la una�
uair�
�
2h.wav�
�
�
deux_ heures�
le due�
las dos�
�
�
3h.wav�
�
�
trois_heures�
le tre�
las tres�
�
�
4h.wav�
�
�
quatre_heures�
le quattro�
las cuatro�
�
�
5h.wav�
�
�
cinq_heures�
le cinque�
las cinco�
�
�
6h.wav�
�
�
six_heures�
le sei�
las seis�
�
�
7h.wav�
�
�
sept_heures�
le sette�
las siete�
�
�
8h.wav�
�
�
huit_heures�
le otto�
las ocho�
�
�
9h.wav�
�
�
neuf_heures�
le nove�
las nueve�
�
�
10h.wav�
�
�
dix_heures�
le dieci�
las diez�
�
�
11h.wav�
�
�
onze_heures�
le undici�
las once�
�
�
12h.wav�
�
�
midi�
le dodoci�
las doce�
�
�
etquart.wav�
�
�
et quart�
�
�
�
�
moinsqu.wav�
�
�
moins le quart�
�
�
�
�
moins.wav�
�
�
moins le quart�
�
�
�
�
demi.wav�
�
�
et demie�
�
�
�
�
1uhr.wav�
�
ein Uhr�
�
�
�
�
�
uhr.wav�
�
Uhr�
�
�
�
�
�
halb.wav�
�
halb�
�
�
�
�
�
viervor.wav�
�
Viertel vor�
�
�
�
�
�
viernach.wav�
�
Viertel nach�
�
�
�
�
�
nach.wav�
�
nach�
�
�
�
�
�
vor.wav�
�
vor�
�
�
�
�
�
1vor.wav�
�
eine Minute vor�
�
�
�
�
�
1nach.wav�
�
eine Minute nach�
�
�
�
�
�
e.wav�
�
�
�
e�
�
�
�
quarto.wav�
�
�
�
un quarto�
�
�
�
meno.wav�
�
�
�
meno�
�
�
�
mezzo.wav�
�
�
�
e mezzo�
�
�
�
y.wav�
�
�
�
y�
�
�
�
cuarto.wav�
�
�
�
cuarto�
�
�
�
menos.wav�
�
�
�
menos�
�
�
�
media.wav�
�
�
�
y media�
�
�
�
dauairdh.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
dàuairdheug�
�
dha.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
dhà�
�
11uair.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
aon uair deug�
�
12uair.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
dà uair dheug�
�
mionaid.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
mionaid�
�
deug.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
deug�
�
dheug.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
dheug�
�
airfh.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
air fhichead�
�
cairteal.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
cairteal�
�
1mh.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
aon mhionaid�
�
2mh.wav�
�
�
�
�
�
dà mhionaid�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�






A set of English (with a Scottish accent!) .WAV files are included with the 


program. These were recorded using the Soundblaster utility Wave Studio.


Much more professional recordings can be achieved of course if you have the


equipment, the software and the patience. It is important to edit the .WAV 


files so that they are as short as possible, since the program outputs a 


sequence of up to 5 separate elements, and this can sound pretty unnatural!


There may be much better ways of implementing the sound without filling


your hard disk with megabytes of .WAV files, but my know-how does not


extend beyond what is offered here. I am of course open to advice and


suggestions. 





I have a complete set of files for all the languages but have not included


them for reasons of space(and of Scottish accent!). Ideally the files should


be created using native speakers. If there is a demand for my own modest


efforts I can probably arrange to make them available for downloading.


If there is a demand for versions in other languages I am open to persuasion


provided the language data (and appropriate fonts) are available. The only


other language of which I have some knowledge is Russian  but I have not


included it in this version because of the font problem.   





I am busy (in my retirement) writing simple language learning programs.


A CLOZE (text gap-filling) program is available in the FL Forum. A Karaoke 


(words and music)-type program JACMIDI is available in the MIDI forum.





Comments and suggestions are always welcome. I am obtainable via Compuserve


(100117.1573@compuserve.com) or at my home address (26, Manor Gardens,


Blairgowrie, Perthshire, Scotland, UK, PH10 6JS)


